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the Cabinet met again at St. Cloud, and again the Empress was present. The mood of Paris was angry and unmistakable, and as the Ministers drove to the Palace they were assailed by cries of'A Berlin* and 'Vive k guerie'. When Gramont had finished reading the Declaration the Emperor clapped his hands. The war was voted with unanimity, the Empress alone neither speaking nor casting a vote, but it is characteristic of Napoleon that as his Ministers were on their way to the Legislative Assembly he received Witzthum, the Austrian Minister at Brussels, who was going to Vienna, and asked him to request Francis Joseph to summon a congress that peace might be preserved. But the die was cast The Chamber vociferously applauded the intrepid spirit of the Cabinet, and by an imposing majority voted a credit of fifty millions to the war.
Such, in baie outline, is the painful stoiy. Thiers puts the responsibility for the war upon the blunders of the Liberal Cabinet, the Emperor more wisely divided the blame between himself, his Ministers, and the Chambers, M. Ollivier bnngs into special prominence the bellicose attitude of the Conservative party, which at the critical moment sacrificed a gi eat diplomatic advantage by pressing the Emperor to ask for guarantees. It is clear that the French might have honourably avoided war after the withdrawal of the Hohenzollern prince, and that in this sense Bismarck spoke the truth when he told Lqrd Goschen that the war was not of his making It is also clear that nothing gave Bismarck greater pleasuie than the news that the French were producing fresh demands. But what a satire is this exhibition of inconsequence, hesitation, and division upon the vaunted solidity of the Liberal Empire 1 The moat critical decision in the whole course of the negotiations is taken by the Emperor and the Foreign Minister without the knowledge of the Cabinet, and the Chief of the Cabinet accepts a policy which he does not approve, because when it comes to his ears it is already .irreversible. In spite of all that M. Ollivier has written, Gramont's handling of the problem was either wholly incompetent or quite inconsistent with peaceful desires. M. Ollivier is generous to an honourable colleague,